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Thurs., Jan. 1      New Year’s Day reception 
for all residents, Town Hall, 
3–5 pm

Wed., Jan. 7        Yard waste and Christmas tree 
pickup

Fri., Jan. 9           Film Society: Princess Mononoke, 
Town Hall, 8 pm (see p 8); free 
admission

Mon., Jan. 12      Town Council meeting, Town 
Hall, 8 pm

Tues., Jan. 13      Lunch Bunch, Town Hall, 
12:30 pm;
Bugle deadline, 4 pm 

Thurs., Jan. 15    Salvation Army pickup

Sat., Jan. 17         Large item pickup; 
Coffee House, Town Hall, 
7:30 pm (see p 6)

Sat., Jan. 31         Town Dinner, 6 pm (see p 2)

Town Council Notes 
How statistically likely is it that three out of 

four councilmen in Garrett Park (I am excluding 
councilwomen and including the Mayor) have 
beards? Our Town Manager, who sat at the center 
of the long curved table where the Council met 
for its December 8 meeting, also has a beard. It 
felt rude to check out facial hair on the men in 
the good-sized audience that evening, so instead, 
I listened carefully to what everyone—audience 
members, Town Councilmembers—said. Here’s a 
rundown. 

January 31st, it was announced from the floor, 
is the Town Dinner; Barbara Shidler is taking 
reservations. Vernon Loeb, recently featured on 
the Post’s op-ed page, is slated to talk on Monday, 
December 15, at the Town Hall about the month 
he recently spent in Iraq. 

In the Mayor’s report, he noted first that there 
are now three vacancies on the Arboretum Com-
mittee; he encouraged townspeople with an 
interest in preserving and expanding the town’s 
spectacular greenery to consider joining this 
important committee. Our new plowperson has 
so far done a good job moving the snow out of the 
way; things went pretty well after the first signifi-
cant snowfall of the season. The town’s waste col-
lection also seems to be improving; there are far 
fewer citizen complaints. 

Two demolition matters came before the 
Council: 4704 Clyde (this will be a partial demoli-
tion) and 11104 Kenilworth. Both permits were 
approved, but a structure on the Kenilworth 

property—a historically significant barn—will 
be donated to the town by the builder if the town 
can find a place to put it and can afford the costs 
involved. The National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation has a cleverly named program—”Barn 
Again”—that might provide some funds for this 
purpose. The Council approved a motion autho-
rizing up to $1500 for a structural report on the 
barn. 

e-Bugle
Garrett Bugle Internet Edition
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The Garrett Bugle is a publication of the Citizens Association of 
Garrett Park, published 10 times a year. Publication of the Bugle 
is supported by member dues. All residents of Garrett Park are 
members of the Citizens Association. Yearly dues ($10 per family or 
$5 per individual per address) can be sent to Citizens Association, 
Box 456, Garrett Park, MD 20896. 
Citizens Association Officers:
Co-presidents: Gene Brantly
 Ken Schwartz
Vice president: Matt Stavish
Treasurer: Anne Mizoguchi
Secretary: Laura Krupp
Bugle staff:
Editors:  Mary Moyer (Box 98)
 Barbara Collier (Box 191)
Graphic design: Linda Paine 
Ads: Mary Moyer (Box 98)
Subscriptions: Jane Salomon (Box 227)
Out-of-town subscriptions cost $13 (first class) or $10 (bulk mail). 
Letters to the editor can be submitted to Mary Moyer, Box 98, or 
by email. The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for length 
and clarity. Unsigned letters will not be printed.

On the matter of the town’s too-bright street-
lights: Councilman Hans Wegner explained that 
the design of the lights was changed without the 
town being informed, and they will now be ret-
rofitted in accord with our original request. We 
want more softly diffused light. By December 19, 
the manufacturer will install new light shields 
for us to look at. Some angles of some of the new 
lights are off as well, and those too will be retro-
fitted. The Mayor asked that citizens be patient as 
these problems are solved. 

Ted Pratt then ran through various numbers 
in the current budget. The bottom line is that we 
have a number of unforeseen expenditures and 
need to be very careful as we adjust for them. The 
Mayor remarked that the Council will have sig-
nificant budget work to do in January.

The Town Manager’s next subject of discus-
sion was the nitty-gritty of various drains in 
town. I will spare you the details, but at one point 
there was talk of either “putting Frank [the town 
maintenance man] down the hole” or “putting the 
skinniest Town Councilmember down the hole.” 

Ted also bore the sad tidings that the beloved 
Town Truck is on its last legs and will have to be 
put out to pasture pretty soon. 

The portion of the Town Council meeting 
open to the masses ended with a certain amount 
of crabbing about a disconnect between what 
those big electric signs along Strathmore say 
about roadwork dates and the actual dates of the 
work. Councilmember Chris Keller dubbed this a 
“boy who cried wolf” problem: “You could have 
a sign out there saying we’re gonna drop an atom 
bomb here,” he said, “and no one would pay any 
attention to it.” For what it’s worth, and speaking 
only for myself, I would notice a sign that said 
that. 

Margaret Soltan 

Dues for 2003 are Due
This month’s green banner was contributed 

by Florence Gootenberg in honor of her husband, 
Santa Roy. We do appreciate her thoughtfulness. 
It is also time again to pay your dues for the Citi-
zens Association. At $10 per family ($5 per indi-
vidual) per year, you get the Bugle printed and 
mailed to residents, 4th of July festivities, Town 
Dinner necessities, and help with the Newcomers 
Welcome. You can pay at the Town Dinner (slated 
for January 31) or by mailing dues in the envelope 
inserted in this issue. Make the check out to Gar-
rett Park Citizens Association. We thank you in 
advance. Details about reservations and cost for 
the Town Dinner are given below.

Mary Moyer

Jobs List
Several more names came in for our jobs list 

this winter after our massive snow. Consult the 
print version of the Bugle for names and tele-
phones numbers. 

The sidewalks in front of your house (if you 
have them) are your responsibility to get cleaned 
by 24 hours after the last flake falls. This will 
make it possible for pedestrians to stay out of the 
snowy streets.

Town Dinner is Coming
This year’s Town Dinner will be on Saturday, 

January 31, 2004, at 6:30 pm at the Town Hall. 
Meeting, greeting, and munching will begin at 
6 pm, and formal eating at 6:30. As in past years, 
this is a super potluck supper. You are asked to 
bring your own serving and eating utensils, and 
one of the following: appetizers, salad and breads, 
main dish, or dessert (enough for 8 to 10 people). 
Bring your own eating utensils! A fee of $5 will be 
collected at the door to cover the cost of decora-
tions, drinks, and paper goods. 

Since space is limited, it is suggested that you 
call in your reservation and what you will be 
bringing to share to Barbara Shidler as soon as 
possible. If you would be willing to help in the 
decoration of the Town Hall on that morning (Jan-
uary 31, 10 am), please call Mary Moyer. Come 
join us in welcoming the new year in our town 
and having a say in who is elected to the next Cit-
izens Association board (the vote will be the first 
order of business after dinner). And since this 
year’s 4th of July theme was the “First 100 Years of 
Flight (and other inventions),” the dinner theme 
will be an extension of that: “Flights of Fancy.”

Mary Moyer
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I can make it happen.
If you have recently started to consider 
buying or selling a home, call someone who 
knows the market and knows how to 
handle the process as quickly and smoothly 
as possible…

Peggy Regnier
There is no better feeling for me than 
having satisfied clients.

Visit me online: www.peggyregnier.com

Home: 301-564-0054 
Office: 301-215-6444

Services for Seniors
Activities of Daily Living
• Bathing
• Dressing
• Lifting
• Transferring
• Personal Care & 

Hygiene

Support Services
• Companionship
• Meal Preparation
• Medication Reminder
• Physical Therapy
• Light Housekeeping
• Transportation to 

Appointments

For a free appointment, call 301-949-0060
eldercaring2@aol.com

Town Manager Notes
Snow removal: The Town has a new snow 
removal contractor, David Gregg. Mr. Gregg may 
be familiar to many of you, as some years ago 
he did extensive tree work for the Town. We are 
looking forward to much better service than last 
year. To assist in keeping our streets clear: 

1. Please park cars off the streets when snow is 
predicted. 

2. Please do not block intersections, particularly 
the Kenilworth/Rokeby barricade. This allows 
access for emergency vehicles and speeds up 
plowing.

3. Please keep sidewalks in front of your homes 
shoveled. The Town Maintenance Department 
will take care of Penn Place and the Town 
Hall. See page 2 for a list of young residents 
who are interested in work shoveling snow.

4. Do remember that Argyle Avenue is closed for 
sledding when snow falls. Be especially care-
ful where Argyle meets Rokeby at Wells Park. 
Should the hill become icy, the Mayor or Town 
Manager will inform the snow contractor that 
the hill should be cleared or sanded.

5. Please remember that driveways are not 
plowed as part of the Town’s snow removal 
contract. Residents are asked to clear their 
own driveways all the way to the street.

If you experience unusual problems, please 
call the Town Office (301-933-7488).

Trash pickup during inclement weather. When 
we have snow or ice, Waste Management’s work-
ers will not attempt to pick up refuse if it is dan-
gerous for them to do so. To prevent interrupted 
service, please clear (and sand, as needed) a path 
to your refuse cans or bring your refuse cans to 
the curbside.

When Waste Management defers trash collec-
tion or recycling because of inclement weather 
or a holiday, they will have collection on the next 
business day.

Yard waste & Christmas trees, large item 
pickup. The first Wednesday of the month is yard 
waste day until March. At the January 7 pickup, 
you can also put out your Christmas tree. The 
next large item pickup is set for January 17.

Holiday remembrances. Any residents wishing 
to send a thank you to the Town’s refuse collec-
tion workers may reach them at the following 
address. These gentlemen having been working 
hard to rebuild the service that the Town enjoyed 
before June, and they are making good progress.

Jose Paredes, Driver
Harry Lyles, Assistant
c/o Waste Management, Inc.
Attn: Keith Cordesman
8101 Beechcraft Avenue
Gaithersburg, MD 20879

Strathmore Avenue. Jack Halley, the State High-
way Administration (SHA) site engineer, reports: 
“Starting on the 15th of December, F. O. Day, Inc., 
the general contractor for the SHA, will have 
its subcontractor W. F. Wilson, Inc., starting to 
install the new water line from Weymouth to 
Kenilworth. This work is anticipated to be com-
pleted in about six weeks. The sewer line work 
will follow the water line after that operation. 
F. O. Day will then start the drainage structures 
from Weymouth Avenue towards Kenilworth. 

 “At this time the subcontractor only has 
Christmas and New Years as nonworking days. 
There will be no work on Sundays. There may be 
some Saturday work.”

The town is working with SHA to get a better 
schedule and will mail it out when it is received.

Finally, happy holidays to one and all! 

Visit Garrett Park’s Website:

www.garrettpark.org/
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Letters to the Editor

Nobody Knows Your Neighborhood 
Better Than Your Neighbor!

If you are thinking of buying or selling a home, 
call your Garrett Park Neighborhood Specialist, 

DENNIS COLEMAN
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide

Garrett Park Neighbor Since 1987

240.497.1722  301.996.9344

LONG & FOSTER REALTORS

Bethesda Avenue Office

Illusions
Some 30 years ago, during another war, our 

British ally waived its rules of engagement and 
sank the Argentine ship General Belgrano; 323 
seamen perished in the cold south Atlantic. 
Gotcha! was the tabloid headline.

A bright sun glinted off the glass of the 
Empire State Building that day as I stepped across 
34th Street and up some stairs into a dusty cave. It 
was a place of scarves and miracles: Flosso-Horn-
mann Magic. I told Mr. Flosso that I was a failed 
childhood magician looking for a self-working 
illusion to show my nephew. He replied in a voice 
that channeled W. C. Fields that he had nothing 
like that, but would my nephew like a circus pic-
ture book? He reached into an old steamer trunk 
and removed a book that showed four-color pic-
tures of trapeze artists, clowns, sword swallow-
ers, a fierce lion. No? Perhaps your nephew would 
like a coloring book instead? He closed the book 
and opened it again. The pictures were outlined, 
but not colored in. No? Perhaps he’s an artist? 
Would he prefer blank paper? He closed the book 
and opened it yet again. He riffled the pages that 
were now blank. 

Standing there where Houdini—a former part-
owner of the shop—once stood, the shop’s motto 
was revealed: Mundus Vult Deipi Decipiatur. (The 
world wants to be deceived. Let it be deceived.) I 
left with that book, of course, and several other 
gimmicks that have served me well: a handker-
chief that rises on command from a table top, a 
device that changes pennies into dimes. (Odd 
how small the society of rich magicians…)

A September 2003 New York Times brought 
unwelcome news to my new residence in Garrett 
Park. More U.S. troops killed in Iraq, and inside 
an obituary: Jackie Flosso too was dead. 

A couple of weeks later in Wheaton, I looked 
up from my business and saw a sign: Barry’s 
Magic Shop. I stepped in and asked the proprietor 
if he had any self-working illusions. He said no, 
but did my wife like blue and purple scarves? 
How about yellow and green? I put that scarf in 
my pocket, having paid but a small price for such 
a profound, guaranteed transformation.

Today our government suggests that the 
American occupation of Iraq will end in June 
and that a provisional Iraqi government will be 
in place on the first of July. (How large the club 
of wise government officials! To know the very 
moment when democratic values can bloom like 
flowers from a general’s hat.) Osama bin Laden 
and Saddam Hussein remain, as of this writing, 
separately but totally vanished. Major hostilities 
in Iraq have ended, the President has said; the 
undeclared war goes on right before our very 
eyes.

Mundus Vult Deipi Decipiatur, indeed.

Dan Marsh

Town Recollections
We don’t fancy the idea, but the calendar tells 

us we are among the ancients of the town, grant-
ing license to bore you with views from Keswick 
Street (10810 to be exact) of 50 years ago.

We moved in Thanksgiving Day, 1952. The 
front yard was sodded, as was a 40 foot strip in 
back. Weeds, broken glass, cinders, and flowerpot 
bits covered the unsodded part. No trees. There 
was a corner woodlot across the street, where the 
homes of Bill Burnett and Joanna Greer are now. 
One of the first things we did was plant 25 white 
pine and 25 white spruce seedlings. Over time, 
we gave away all but two pines and many of the 
spruce. Those spruce provided us with Christmas 
trees until spider mites put paid to the last one.

In 1952, the 10800 block neighbors were Pend-
leton (now Foster), Higgins (now Bennett), French, 
and Weaver (now Cooper and Sklar). Coming 
back the other side were Wood (now Floreen and 
Stewart), Murray, Corrick (now Goldsborough 
and Faulkner), Michaelis, and that woodlot. The 
Murray children were a bit older than ours, so we 
got quality hand-me-downs of clothes, bikes, etc. 
Not content with that, they bequeathed us a long-
term vacation rental of a friend’s cottage in Rhode 
Island after they built their own summer place in 
West Virginia. Pendleton next door, who worked 
for Heinz, gave us cases of baby food and holiday 
teddy bears for our young ones. Todd and Jack 
Pendleton taught our son how to play the guitar 
and repair cars. Lou French solved several emer-
gency plumbing problems, gratis, and Joe Michae-
lis showed us how to install a post-lamp out front. 
Guy Johnson, who lived on the Weaver property, 
used to leave treats for children in a hollow tree 
along unpaved Oxford Street.

Traffic on Strathmore was sparse, we had a 
real train station complete with Railway Express, 
and Charlie Chamberlain hung the outgoing 
mailbag on a pole next to the track for the mail-
car to scoop up on the fly.

This is our recollection; we hope others will 
add theirs.

Dorothy and Don Chrisler



There are three vacancies on the 
Arboretum Committee, as Marian 

Green has completed her term, and members 
Beth Irons and Charlie Andrews have resigned. 
Thanks for all their efforts on behalf of the Arbo-
retum. If you are interested in serving on the 
Committee, please contact Councilmember Chris 
Keller or Town Manager Ted Pratt. The Town 
Council expects to appoint new members at its 
January meeting.

Anniversary Celebration
A celebration of the Arboretum Committee’s 

25th anniversary took place in October. This event 
honored the visionary and dedicated efforts of the 
Committee’s three chairpersons: Barbara Shidler, 
who was instrumental in founding the Arbore-
tum; Els Benjamin, who worked long and hard 
on an valuable inventory of town trees; and retir-
ing chair Marian Green, who created a delightful 
series of booklets on trees for children. 

The Arboretum celebration was brightened by 
the efforts of students at Garrett Park Elementary 
School. A lovely tree mural painted by students in 
the school’s art classes can be seen under What’s 
New on the Garrett Park Elementary website 
www.mcps.k12.med.us/schools/garrettparkes/ 

In addition, many students in grades 3 to 
5 created original and charming poems, para-
graphs, and drawings on the theme of “If I were 
a tree.” They will be bound together for the 
Arboretum archives, and can be viewed in the 
Town Office. The Committee will also present a 
copy of the booklet to the school. Thanks to all 
who participated in this event—students, teach-
ers, and Barbara Rodes for helping to coordinate 
this activity. We wish we could include all the 
children’s contributions to the event in this article. 
Here is a sampling.

If I were a tree …
I would be a redwood because I would inspire 

kids and they would have fun with me. 

I would like to be a sugar maple because a 
sugar is a tall beautiful tree with red, yellow, 
orange, and green colored leaves. When the 
people look at me they would think of a sunset. 

I would be a palm tree. My shade is so relax-
ing when the sun shines hot, and you feel like 
you’re melting. My leaves are wide enough to 
cover three people. I am a most remarkable palm 
tree. 

I would be a plum tree. The reason I am this 
tree is because some kids can’t eat candy, and 
plums taste a little like candy, but they’re still 
healthy. I have squirrels that live in my trunk, and 
trust me: they are not very pleasant visitors. Why 
don’t you visit me? 
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Arboretum Notes

I would be an orange tree. I would want to be 
planted in a farm so bugs can eat my delicious 
oranges so the bugs can be healthy. 

I would like to be a gumball tree. I want to 
be this kind of tree so people can be with me. 
I would like to be planted in the neighborhood 
because people can pick up my gumballs. I would 
like kids to climb and swing on me.

I would be a palm tree. My roots would be 
like other trees, hairy and twisted. My fruit 
would be hairy on the outside and sweet inside. 
I would be used for a long bed because I have a 
long trunk that could easily fit five people. 

I would want to be a willow tree because 
when the wind blows it looks beautiful, and the 
leaves are long and full of colors. 

I would want to be a dogwood. Why? Because 
in the spring they bloom the most beautiful flow-
ers. Also at some points they only have really 
pretty dark green leaves. In a way this tree is like 
me. This is how sometimes I like getting dressed 
up and sometimes I don’t. 

I would like to be a sweet gum tree. They 
could use my beautiful wood for lots of things 
like pretty boats that could sail in the water. And 
they could even leave me alone for good and just 
enjoy my beauty. 

I would be a maple tree because I’d like my 
leaves to look like stars. Birds could make nests 
in me. My roots would be tougher than steel. My 
trunk would be so strong that when a twister 
happened I would not fall down. 

I would be an evergreen tree. I could be used 
for a Christmas tree, because people could deco-
rate me for Christmas. They don’t have to cut me 
down. People could decorate me for Halloween 
with Halloween lights as well. I could suck up all 
of the bad air, and make the Earth a better place. 
Remember, more evergreen seeds would make 
more of me! 

And a Poem
Trees give us much to be thankful for.
Much more than we could ever hope for.
If you observe them some, you’ll want to look at them
More.
If you look at them when the season is changing, you
Will see their beauty, and you will want to stay
Outdoors.
When you will realize that their beauty is wonderful,
And you will want to explore more.
So explore, explore, explore! 



Streetlight Update
For those of you curious about what is hap-

pening on our streetlights, here is a status update. 
Holophane, the manufacturer of the fixtures, says 
these cannot be redesigned, but they are willing 
to make, and have us test, several shields that 
will reduce the glare that many of us find unac-
ceptable. Our lighting consultant on this project, 
Scott Watson, has been working with Holophane 
on this, and expects to have three shield options 
ready for testing by December 19. They will be 
shipped to us shortly thereafter. We will have 
these installed on several lights to assess their 
effectiveness at giving us the softer, less direct 
light that we are looking for. If one of these meets 
our needs, all fixtures in town will be retrofitted 
with it. Holophane is currently negotiating with 
Pepco to do this retrofit installation themselves. 

Some of you may also have noticed that some 
of the installed lights have supporting arms 
with ornamental scroll work, while others do 
not. Scrollwork arms will be installed on all the 
lights that do not currently have them, so that 
when done, all fixtures will be the same. At this 
time, no completion date has been set. Be assured 
though that our goal remains unchanged: We 
want to achieve a more even distribution of softer 
light. We greatly appreciate your patience and 
understanding while we work to complete what 
at the outset seemed like a very simple task 
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Bugle Notes . . . Sweet and Sour

Long and Foster Realtors
11540 Rockville Pike
N. Bethesda, MD 20852

Call MIMI, proudly selling Garrett Park area 
homes for over 20 years with dedication and 
commitment to her clients.
Mimi Keister—your neighbor is just a phone call away: 
301-460-0606, ext. 246 (office)
301-946-1579 (home) 301-770-9654 (fax)
email: mimi.keister@longandfoster.com

Your Realtor for over 20 years!

Top 5% Nationally
Retirement Living 
Specialist

e An Ecumenical Celebration for Christian 
Unity will be held on Sunday, January 25, at 
3 pm at Holy Cross Church. The celebration 
is part of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity and will include members of nine area 
Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox churches, 
music, refreshments, and fellowship. The key 
speaker will be Rev. Dr. Stephanie Nagley of 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Bethesda. This is 
the tenth year for the observance being held in 
the North Bethesda area. For information, call 
301-946-8520.

e A Garrett Park high 
school student has been 
selected for the Ambas-
sadors for Tolerance 
Program, sponsored by 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington. 
He and 14 other high school students will go 
to Israel for 8 days later this month and will 
host 15 Israeli students in April 2004.

e Beth Stites’ book, The Temples at Jerusalem, 
has finally been printed. It covers the three 
temples that were built on the Temple Mount, 

with Biblical quotations and historical fact. It 
only took 30 years to get it into book format!

e At Strathmore Hall until January 3, the G 
Street Doll Club: one of a kind dolls deco-
rate Strathmore’s seven-foot-tall holiday tree. 
Smaller trees decorated by individual artists 
showcase handmade ornaments. 

e Also at Strathmore Hall, the Colored Pencil 
Society of America Exhibition will run from 
January 10 through February 21, 2004. At the 

same time, the Spectrum 
Seven (seven successful 
women artists from Penn-
sylvania and Maryland) 
will be on exhibit, and 
“Art You My Valentine?” 

(a collection of works focusing on themes of 
love, beauty, friendships, sweets, and flowers) 
will be available for sale.

e Any comments on the blinking yellow light 
that keeps turning red for Strathmore traffic, 
but doesn’t let us know that it is red so that we 
can go out from Kenilworth? 

Coffee House, January 17
The new Garrett Park Casual Musicians Club 

will warm up the Town Hall by hosting a coffee 
house on Saturday, January 17, 2004, at 7:30 pm. 
Club members look forward to performing for 
friends, neighbors, and the GP community, as 
they did in September in the immediate after-
math of Hurricane Isabel. Admission is free. 
Donations toward the Ilah Gieser Memorial Music 
Scholarship will be accepted. Coffee and some 
desserts/snack will be available. If you are inter-
ested in performing or otherwise helping out, 
please call David Meredith or Jack Mandel.

David Meredith

Happy holidays to all 
from the Bugle staff



Never go to the cleaner’s again…

…use our time-saving free 
pickup & delivery service!

Laurette’s Inc.

6917 Laurel Avenue
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Bernie

301-495-7325
24-hr answer service 
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Letter from the Mayor

Once upon a time
everything was handcrafted.

Some things still are.

The art of portraiture is alive.

Les Henig
PHOTOGRAPHY

301-933-5762
www.LesHenig.com

G RO SVE N O R
MARKET

9–9 MONDAY–SATURDAY
 9–6 SUNDAY 

Fast, Friendly, Convenient Service
(301) 493-6217

Well, it is finally happening. The Strathmore 
road project is really under way, and we are 
beginning to experience some of the inconve-
niences. There will be more road closures, delays, 
and detours as the new gas lines and storm water 
drains are installed. Water pipes will have to be 
relocated, and cable and phone lines moved. We 
have been imploring the State Highway Admin-
istration to give us a simple schedule that we can 
share with all of you, laying out the various steps 
that this project will go through and the impacts 
on our community as they occur. We will keep up 
the pressure for the information and will send it 
to you when we get it. SHA representatives will 
also explain the project at an upcoming Citizens 
Association meeting. But we will have to endure 
a two-year construction period. We could shorten 
the time by allowing more night and weekend 
work, but we are mindful of the sleep needs of 
our residents along and near Strathmore.

We all lament the loss of trees, but most of 
the trees removed were slated to be cut down 
anyway, the victims of old age and Dutch Elm 
disease. Only a few trees had to be taken specifi-
cally for the project, and Town Council members 
have been monitoring the SHA activity to ensure 

that only the minimum tree removal occurred. 
But the road does look different and bare for the 
time being. At the end of the project all new land-
scaping, trees and bushes, will be planted.

The project will narrow the road and reduce 
the paved area substantially compared to now, 
and the Strathmore residents will end up with 
larger and more attractive front yards. In addi-
tion to a whole new drainage system that will 
correct decades of problems, we will have curbs 
that, together with the new landscaping, will act 
as a traffic calmer, making the road look much 
narrower and slowing cars traversing this part 
of Town. We will also have sidewalks on both 
sides of the street, as well as pedestrian lighting—
light posts every 60 feet. This will substantially 
enhance safety, as well as improving the visual 
image of the only street through our Town.

So if we can all deal with the noise, mess, and 
delays of the construction, we will have a vastly 
enhanced roadway. And in the interim, the con-
struction will almost certainly slow down traffic 
and discourage some travel on Strathmore by 
nonresidents. We appreciate your patience and 
support.

Peter Benjamin 

Happy Holidays!
With warmest wishes for a holiday 
season and a new year filled with 

family, friends, health, and 
community.



Film Society 2004 Film Series
 Thanks to lots of volunteerism and even 

more community support, the Garrett Park Film 
Society is planning another year of quality films. 
We’ll be seeking members for the 2004 Series in 
the next month or so. Here are the films we will 
be offering:

Princess Mononoke—Japan’s biggest domestic 
box-office hit, an art film and a densely plotted 
and visually stunning piece of animation. This 
anime has two scenes that include overtly violent 
acts that may upset small children. Otherwise, 
kids and adults will love it. January 9 (Free to the 
entire Garrett Park community)

Chocolat—A scrumptious bonbon about a 
nomadic single mother (Juliette Binoche) who 
sweeps into a stubbornly quaint French vil-
lage with her daughter and opens a chocolate 
shop. Also stars Alfred Molina as the Mayor and 
Johnny Depp as an Irish gypsy. A Valentine’s Day 
Special! February 13

The War Room—Follows key members of Bill 
Clinton’s campaign team from the snows of New 
Hampshire in January 1992 to the victory celebra-
tion in Little Rock in November. The movie’s stars 
are James Carville and George Stephanopoulos. 
April 23

The Adventures of Baron Munchausen—The fan-
tastic tale of a 17th century aristocrat’s efforts to 
save a town from defeat. Being swallowed by a 
giant sea-monster, a trip to the moon, a dance 
with Venus, and an escape from the Grim Reaper 
are only some of the improbable adventures. 
Directed by Terry Gilliam. With appearances by 
Eric Idle, Robin Williams, Uma Thurman, Oliver 
Reed, and Sting. A wonderful family film. June 18

Babette’s Feast—In this piquant Danish drama, 
an exiled artist confronts the uneducated palate, 
awakening interest if not applause. Babette is a 
maestro, a Rubinstein of cuisine. The kitchen is 
her orchestra, the spoon her baton. Babette has 
cooked her masterwork, flavoring what once was 
only craftsmanship with sacrifice and love. In 
Danish, with subtitles. July 24 (Saturday night)

Babe, the Gallant Pig—The story of an intelligent 
swine whose talents in sheep herding just might 
save him from the slaughterhouse. Featuring 
live-action comedy with state-of-the-art special 
effects and performances by animal actors, Babe 
is an inventive, heartwarming film for all ages. 
September 10 (Free to the entire Garrett Park 
community)

Delicatessen—Just in time for Halloween. Com-
bining the cruel humor of Grimm’s fairy stories 
with the spirit of Terry Gilliam, this feverish tale 
of star-crossed lovers and small town cannibal-
ism has endured as a true masterpiece of the fan-
tastique. Nothing can prepare you for the sheer 
weirdness of it all. Directed by Marc Caro and 
Jean-Pierre Jeunet, in French with subtitles. Octo-
ber 29

Run Lola Run—Explores the events that fate 
alone controls and displays the constant “what 
if’s” that provide the foundations for each out-
come. The film takes you on three different jour-
neys with Lola and her boyfriend, whom she des-
perately tries to save from death by helping him 
obtain a huge amount of money he carelessly lost. 
In German, with subtitles. November 19

Progress at Penn Place
For those of you who haven’t been by Penn 

Place recently, the front porches are being framed 
over new stone foundations. The original build-
ing had two separate front porches. The public 
one on the railroad side led to the general store. 
The one on the right led to the private residence. 
The reconstructed porch on the right will lead 
to the north main entrance to the building, and 
the reconstructed porch on the railroad side will 
become a dining porch.

All the interior framing has been completed, 
and the placement of the new stair in the addition 
is nearing completion.

The installation of the mechanical, electrical, 
and plumbing systems are under way. They are 
better matched to the building’s needs and are 
more resource efficient than anything that was 
in the original nineteenth century building. Dis-
cussions as to the type of security system to be 
installed are under way. This, too, will be more 
sophisticated than a simple key-operated lock. 

Before Christmas and with the cooperation 
of the weather, we expect to have the windows, 
doors, and metal roof installed at the addition and 
to have begun the re-installation of the siding at 
the original building.

Harry Gordon has agreed to conduct another 
tour sometime in January.

Bob Reinhardt
Penn Place Committee
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